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DEMOCRACY IS NOT A SPECTATOR SPORT

“Women in Journalism”
Saturday, March 6, 2010

11:45 a.m. Reception » 12:15 p.m. Luncheon « 1:00 p.m. Speaker

Location: The Glen Club, 2901 West Lake Avenue, Glenview

Guest Speaker Elizabeth Brackett

Elizabeth Brackett is a correspondent and substitute host of Chicage
Tonight and, since 1984, a correspondent covering politics and urban
problems for PBS’ The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer. She recetved a Peabody
Award for her coverage of the 1988 presidential campaign, two Midwest
Emmy Awards, and two Peter Lisagor Awards for Business Journalism.

She became a first-time author in 20009 with her book, Pay to Play: How
Rod Blagaojevich Turned Political Corruption into a National Sideshow.

For more information and to sign up to attend
please see page 6.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

March is Women'’s History Month, and its roots go back to March 8, 1857,

when women from New York City factories staged a protest over working
conditions. International Women’s Day was first observed in 1909, but it wasn’t
until 1981 that Congress established National Women’s History Week to be
commemorated the second week of March. In 1987, Congress expanded the
week to a month.

Join your fellow Wilmette Leaguers, and members from our neighboring

North Shore Leagues, as we celebrate Women'’s History Month at our 17"
Annual Luncheon on March 6 at The Glen Club in Glenview. We are pleased to
welcome as our guest speaker Elizabeth Brackett, PBS news correspondent and
author of Pay to Play. See page 6 of this Bulletin for reservation information.

Interesting facts about women:

Population: As of October, 2009, there are 155.8 million women in the U.S. The
number of men is 151.8 million.

Earnings: In 2008, the median annual earnings of women was $35,745. Women
earn 77 cents for every $1 earned by men.

Education: In fall 2008, 55% of college students were women; 29.4 million
women have a bachelor’s degree, compared to 28.4 million men.

Voting: In the 2008 Presidential election, 66% of women 18 and older voted;
62% of men voted.

Jobs: In 2008, working women in the United States included 99,000 police
officers, 14,000 firefighters, 349,000 lawyers, 267,000 physicians and surgeons,
36,000 pilots, and 197,900 active duty women in the military.

I hope you will be able to join us as we celebrate women on March 6.

Therese

2009-2010 ELECTED OFFICERS

2009-2010 ELECTED DIRECTORS

President Therese Steinken Bulletin Editor Dale Cohodes
VP/Programs Georgia Gebhardt Publicity Judy Mandel
VP/Membership Libby Bankoff Jan Peterson
Treasurer Susan Morrison Student Government  Deena Mitchell
Secretary/Programs Dorothy Speidel Lali Watt
Voter Services Heidi Voorhees
Ellen Falkof
Web Master Beth Nyhan

2010 NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Cinda Axley, Chair, Dorothy Speidel & Beth Nyhan
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The Fair Map Amendment Presentation

submitted by Dorothy Speidel
Special Meeting — February 16, 2010

Presenter: Mary Schaafsma, LWVIL

The 2010 Census

Mary Schaafsma’s opening remarks focused on the upcoming census. It is very important in determining how many
Congressional representatives each state will have. For example, in the last census, lllinois lost one seat, the 20"
district. Mary said that Illinois will lose another in this census and could lose two! It is likely that the average
district in the U. S. will have 650,000 to 700,000 people. A state receives federal funds based on the census figures.
This would mean about $1,700 per person per year to a state for education, social services, etc.

She emphasized that the census is a place-based count. Most addresses will get the short form of the census, which
has just 10 questions. The forms will be mailed in April. The census forms are sent to an address not to any person.
She urged us all to fill out our form for our lllinois residence even if we happen to own a second home in another state.
The census counts everyone regardless of citizenship or status (legal or illegal).

The Fair Map Amendment
(This amendment addresses the redistricting of Illinois Legislative Districts)

In December 2009, a citizens' movement called "Take Back lllinois" was launched with the LWVIL, Better Government
Association, Illinois Campaign for Political Reform, the lllinois Chamber of Commerce, the lllinois Farm Bureau, and
other reform groups. The League has decided to back this amendment because it believes that reform will never come
through legislation — the status quo is too entrenched.

The League and other supporters have determined to use Article 4 of the lllinois Constitution. It is the only Article that
can be changed by the citizens.

The Fair Map Amendment will create the Temporary Redistricting Advisory Commission (TRAC). The leaders of each
major political party would choose four members. Then the Commission would appoint a ninth member (a tie breaker).
There are a number of rules about who can be a Commissioner (no one holding public office currently or in the recent
past, for example). The Commission members could not have worked as a lobbyist or for the State for 4 years before
being appointed and could not be elected to the General Assembly for 10 years after their service. There are also
other stipulations: the districts must be contiguous, compact, and may not cross municipal boundaries.

Why should we care? Under this plan, there would be at least five public hearings in the process of drawing the
district lines. There would be public scrutiny and public input. We would be going from a
process where leaders draw the map for incumbent protection to a process that is open
and transparent.

The first step is getting the Fair Map Amendment on the November 2010 ballot. In order
to do that, it is estimated that about 300,000 signatures are needed. Because each
signature may be challenged, the League goal is to get 500,000 signatures. A signatory
much be a registered voter in the area of the petition they sign: Chicago,

suburban Cook County, Lake County, etc. The lllinois League needs the petitions by
April 1, 2010.

Mary Schaafsma may be contacted as follows: 312/939-5935 Ext 39 or marys@Iwvil.org.

The chart on the following page is from Citizens Movement To Take Back lllinois .
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Program Planning

February 16, 2010

submitted by Dorothy Speidel

President Therese Steinken described the Program Planning procedure, indicating that we would discuss current
local and national policy positions.

Local Positions

The group in attendance (approximately twenty league members) first discussed our local Wilmette League Posi-
tions and soon agreed that some updating of the language of the positions is needed. For example, the position on
Gun Control supports the Wilmette Gun Law, which no longer exists. Moving to the position on Housing For Special
Populations is the fact that Wilmette now has a Commission on Persons with Disabilities. The position on Planning
and Zoning probably will be affected by the fact that the Village has commissioned a report on zoning from the
Lakota Group, which will be complete in the Fall.

It was suggested we form a committee to look over all of the current Wilmette positions with the idea of updating the
language. The positions themselves would not change. By consensus, an ad hoc committee was formed with
Jae Kim, Susan Morrison, Mari Terman, and Lali Watt.

Other suggestions by League members for areas of study:
» The effect of rising pension obligations on our local government budget
< A New Trier referendum study, if one is on the November 2010 ballot
< Areview of our current position regarding the Wilmette Board of Health

The Wilmette Board will review the proposals and decide which to pursue. All members will be notified of the
Board's decision at the Annual Meeting in May (date to be determined).

National Positions

In preparation for the upcoming LWVUS National Convention (June 11-15), we can recommend a review of an
existing position, a new study, a concurrence, or no recommendation at this time. Our Wilmette League decided to
make no recommendation at this time.

APPLAUSE!! APPLAUSE!!

Many thanks should be extended to so many people who, on an ongoing basis, help to make our
League strong and vibrant. However, the following members deserve SPECIAL THANKS FOR
STEPPING UP this past month:

DALE COHODES - for graciously hosting our Program Planning and Fair Map Amendment
meeting in her home.

BETH NYHAN, JAN PETERSON, and DOROTHY SPEIDEL - for making the tasty and healthy
salad and desserts for our recent Program Planning and Fair Map Amendment meeting.
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ELI1Zg&

Wilmette Public Library’s 5™ Annual
I.i‘ I'H ONE BOOK EVERYBODY READS

2009 Pulitzer Prize winning book
OLIVE KITTERIDGE
by Elizabeth Strout

Elizabeth Strout will be at
the Wilmette Public Library
1242 Wilmette Avenue
Sunday, May 16, 2010
2:00 p.m.

The League of Women Voters of Wilmette is a proud partner
of the Wilmette Public Library's One Book Everybody Reads.

WELCOME

We are delighted to welcome our newest member,
Deborah Maske, to the Wilmette League!

WOMEN’S HISTORY LUNCHEION
SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 2010

Cost: $38
R.S.V.P by March 1

For more info call 847-866-7844 (LWV of Evanston voicemail)

Please bring non-perishable food items or paper goods for donation to a local Food Pantry.

F—_— = - — — — — — — — — — — - — — — - — —
| Reservation Form — Women’s History Month Luncheon

| Name: Phene:

| Guest(sh:

| Enclosed is a check for $ for reservations at $38 per person

| Make checks payable to: LWVIL Education Fund Mailto: Judy Elsass

|

2117 Harrison St.
Evanston, IL 60201
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LWVIL ANNUAL ISSUES BRIEFING 2010

submitted by Dorothy Speidel

The League of Women Voters of lllinois held its Annual Issues Briefing on Saturday,
February 6, 2010. Several Wilmette members attended the morning program.

REDISTRICTING

The Presenters were:

Justin Levitt, Counsel, Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law
BA Harvard, MPA Kennedy School, JD Harvard

Tom Geoghegan, Public Interest Lawyer and Author
BA Harvard, JD Harvard

Representative Mike Fortner (R-95, West Chicago)
BS Carleton, PhD Brandeis

Justin Levitt titled his presentation “Redistricting 101”. Districts should be drawn so that
they have roughly the same number of people so that all individuals have an equal voice. But
in states like lllinois where politicians draw the lines, we find that they draw lines so that they
will be re-elected. In 40% of the State Houses and in 50% of the State Senates, the districts
favored one party so that candidates had no challengers at election time.

In other words, politicians are choosing their voters rather than the other way around.

There are both federal and state guidelines. For example, the federal Voting Rights Act asks:
Is the minority population protected given the totality of the circumstances? lllinois adds fur-
ther limitations: contiguity, compactness and nesting (two House districts must equal one
Senate district — about half of the states in the U. S. have nesting).

Tom Geoghagan started by noting that gerrymandering suits have done poorly in the courts.
Why has gerrymandering gotten worse? Redistricting is controlled by the political parties and
each accuses the other of denying people equal representation.

Geoghagan suggests lllinois not rely on the equal protection argument but look
instead to the 1° Amendment. We should argue that state politicians who draw district lines
to create “safe” districts are, in fact, trying to limit our free speech.

He goes on to suggest that a suit be brought before the lllinois Supreme Court before the
map is redrawn. He would like to have the League’s help on this. Depending on the
League’s response, he will decide whether or not to file a suit.

Mike Fortner has participated in a competition on redistricting in Ohio in the spring of 2009.
Anyone could go online and draw the Ohio districts! 2001 data were used and the districts

should be compact, competitive and contiguous (no “fingers”). Additionally, there had to be at
least one minority district.

This kind of competition is planned for lllinois as well. The Joyce Foundation is funding the
software and the University of lllinois is sponsoring the program.
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ILLINOIS’'S FISCAL CRISIS — WHAT CAN WE DO?

Presenter: John Bouman is a spokesperson for the Responsible Budget Coalition. He is also
President of the Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law.

We've all heard that lllinois is in a fiscal crisis. Here are some facts that were true before the
recession:

e The lllinois Budget: Sources of Funds:

Personal Income Tax (3%) 31.4% Lottery and Gambling 4.8
Sales Tax 25.7 Public Utility Tax 3.8
Federal Aid 17.0 Various Others 11.3
Corporate Income Tax 6.0

e The sales tax applies mostly to manufactured goods, a sector that is shrinking. We have no tax
on services, the sector that is growing.

e In a well-designed structure, revenue would grow as the economy of the state grows. Therefore,
Bouman stated, we have a structural deficit.

e Bouman says that a big part of the solution is that we must increase revenues.
Our state’s staff is not bloated. Itis at 1972 levels and is the lowest staff per household in the
country.

Then the recession hit and a crisis became a train wreck!

e Last spring, the 2010 budget process was started. Governor Quinn proposed tax increase and
deep cuts. Rejected in both houses.

e HB 174 passed in the Senate — a good reform. Example: It increases tax on luxury services
(see more details of HB 174 below).

e House rejects a proposal less than Quinn’s.

e Quinn vetoed a “Doomsday” budget. Most cuts were in human services, education.
The recession depressed revenues and, at the same time, increased needs.

FY 2011 Budget forecasts in a huge deficit — estimated in January 2010 as $13.8 Billion.

The Responsible Budget Coalition goals: (www.abetterillinois.com)
* Resolve the crisis with no more harmful cuts
 Reform the revenue system: cure the structural deficit and increase fairness
Focus on the net increase and mix of revenue measure in HB174, already passed by the

Senate.

HB 174

* Income tax raised from 3% to 5%

« Personal exemption from $2,000 to $3,000 (helps low income households — most would have no
tax increase)

e Triples the earned income credit

e Doubles the property tax exemption and makes refundable

e Sales tax expanded to luxury services

* Net increase of $5-6 Billion
- All new revenue for one year would go to paying debt. After 1 year, education would receive
new funds (two thirds to k-12, one third to higher education).
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LWV-COOK COUNTY

In order to be more focused on action this year LWVCC has formed Interest Groups. Groups will meet
on a regular basis (frequency determined by the group) so that participants can discuss topics of interest
and develop ideas to focus on action based on the LWVCC positions as outlined in Where We Stand
(can be found at www.cookcounty.il.lwvnet.org).

Two groups - Cook County Budget/Structure and Juvenile Justice have been meeting since summer
of 2009 and two more groups - Health and Hospital System and Forest Preserve District - are just
getting started.

We invite you to get involved with the group that interests you.

Cook County Budget and Structure
Focus - How Cook County operates and how the money for operations is collected and spent
Contact Person - Stephanie Polito - spolito178@gmail.com
Next Meeting - TBD

Juvenile Justice
Focus - Problems experienced by and Cook County services available to the youth of Cook County in
trouble with the law
Contact Person - Millie Juskevice - millie@juskevice.com
Next Meeting - TBD

Focus - Cook County Forest Preserves and the Cook County Board that oversees them
Contact Person - Henrietta Saunders - hankandboys@comcast.net
Next Meeting - TBD

Health and Hospital Systems
Focus - Cook County's mission of providing health services to the citizens of Cook County - what that
means and how it is accomplished
Contact Person - Nancy Staunton - nstaunton1@comcast.net
Next Meeting - Saturday, February 27 at 9:30am at the League office, 332 S. Michigan Ave., Suite 1150,
Chicago

If you are interested in participating in an Interest Group please email the Contact Person and come to
the next meeting of the group.
Reminder:

Check out the LWVCC Blog at our website www.cookcounty.il.lwvnet.org for information on recent de-
velopments at Cook County meetings.

Any questions: contact LWVCC at cook@Iwvil.org

Cynthia Schilsky
LWVCC President
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Yy LUNCH & LEARN WITH

The League of Women Voters
of Cook County

a series of fundraiser luncheons featuring speakers
talking about different aspects of Cook County government

Our next speaker:

Earl Dunlap
Transitional Administrator for the
Cook County Juvenile Temporary Detention Center
speaking on

“Where We're at at the JTDC”

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 11:30 am to 1 pm

th

DePaul Club at the DePaul University Center, 11" floor

1 E. Jackson {corner of State Street and Jackson), Chicago
{walk through the Barnes & Noble store to reach the elevators to the 11° floor)

cost: $30 per person (includes a box lunch)
Froceeds benefit The League of Women Voters of Cook County

LWV CC March 24 Lunch & Learn — Reservations due by Wednesday, March 17

Marme(s):

Address:

Phone:

League (if applicable):

Please select your sandwich choice (if more than one person for this resensation, please identify how
many of each below and identify who gets which on other side):

____ chicken salad — turkey ____ wvegetaran

Enclosed is a check for S { reservations @ 530 each) made out to The League of
Wamen Voters of Cook County

Please mail this completed form and check to
Betty Rosenblum, 243 Powder Horn Drive, Naorthbrook, L 80062,
Questions? Call Betty at 847-488-0a50
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Willmette

EST. 187

N

(847) 251-2700

FAX (847) 853-7700

TDD (847) 853-7634
EMAIL wilmette@wilmette.com

MEETING DATES FOR THE YEAR 2010

@

VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Regular meetings are held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Village
Hall Council Room, 1200 Wilmette Avenue, on the following dates in 2010 :

January 12 & 26 May 11 & 25 September 14 & 28
February 9 & 23 June 8 & 22 October 12 & 26
March 9 & 23 July 13 & 27 November 9 & 23
April 13 & 27 August 10 & 24 December 14 & 28

*Special meetings are scheduled when necessary.

THE LISTENING POST

In the summer months, June through September, the Listening Post takes place Saturdays as announced at
the French Market in downtown Wilmette, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. In the winter months, the Listening
Post is held at the Community Recreation Center,

3000 Glenview Road, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 on Saturdays as announced.

A Village Board member and a Village Staff person conduct the Listening Post sessions.

BOARD & COMMISSION MEETING DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE CHAIR

APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION
Meetings are held on the first and third Mondays of each month at 7:30 p.m.

AD-HOC BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY GROUP
Meetings will be scheduled as necessary and noticed.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMISSION
Meetings will be scheduled as necessary and noticed.
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION
Meetings will be scheduled as necessary and noticed.

FINE ARTS COMMISSION
Meetings will be scheduled as necessary and noticed.

BOARD OF FIRE AND POLICE COMMISSIONERS
Meetings will be scheduled as necessary and noticed.

BOARD OF HEALTH
Meetings will be scheduled as necessary and noticed.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Meetings will be scheduled as necessary and noticed.

HOUSING COMMISSION
Meetings will be scheduled as necessary and noticed.

COMMISSION FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
Meetings will be scheduled as necessary and noticed.

PLAN COMMISSION
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

SPECIAL ZONING COMMITTEE
This committee is appointed by the Board of Trustees to hear requests for amendments to the Zoning
Ordinance, including rezoning. Hearings are scheduled when requests are received.

TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
Meetings will be scheduled as necessary and noticed.

YOUTH COMMISSION
Meetings will be scheduled as necessary and noticed.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Meetings are held on the first and third Wednesdays of each month at 7:30 p.m.

March 6 Women'’s History Month Luncheon, The Glen Club, 11:45 a.m.
March 9 LWVIL Phonathon, Koenig & Strey, Northeast corner of Waukegan Road

and Glenview Rds., Glenview, 6:30 p.m.
March 19 Board Meeting at the home of Susan Morrison, 822 Forest, 1:00 p.m.

April 15 State of the Village Dinner & Update, Lakeview Center, 6:30 p.m.




